The title cut, “Rendezvous with the Moon” by
Locke Hamilton, was nominated in 2001 for Song
of the Year by the Western Music Association. This
offering is filled with upbeat fiddle tunes, snappy
yodeling, Sons of the Pioneers comebacks, ballads
and some of the Hamilton’s own creations! Be sure
and put on your dancin’ shoes!

“I'love Prickly Pairl What wonderful music! ...they
capture the heart and soul of what the music of the
American West is all about” , Don Edwards

Prickly Pair’s second release explores further the scope
of Western Cowboy music in its heritage, musical
influences and where it’s headed in composition today.
R Again, in an acoustic setting, this recording features

Bl 14 cuts with 6 original or co-written tunes. It is a true
odyssey of everything from up-tempo swingy numbers,
rapid Rocky Mountain flavored bluegrass (which

M Prickly Pair has dubbed, ‘Buffalograss’) and Celtic jigs
to haunting ballads and fiddle waltzes reminiscent of
igrange hall dances.

“Absolutely Enjoyable” , Cowboy Magazine, Winter Issue 1999

Based on requests from a growing following, this
1997 debut album for Prickly Pair is a delightful all
acoustic offering of traditional, cowboy folk tunes,
original & contemporary material and tunes that e
show the trail back to the Celtic roots of cowboy E
music. This recording speaks of their Western lifestyle o
and maintains an exclusively Americana folk art ==
form. Title cut by Mike Dowling whose songs have
been recorded by Emmy Lou Harris, Kathy Mattea
and the Nashville Bluegrass Band. Music genre influ-
ences within this album are Folk, Western (with Yo-
deling), Bluegrass, Celtic, and Old Time Fiddle & Swing. 14 cuts, 5 original tunes,

“.THE FINEST COWBQOY RELEASE TO HIT THE TRAIL IN YEARS.”
- Dirty Linen, World and Folk Music Magazine, Aug/Sept 1998.




8l Named for a song on the previous release, The Lights of

Cheyenne, the 2005 release, Pony Tracks, is the sixth

CD for Prickly Pair. Songs include well loved horse tunes

& such as “The Zebra Dun’, “Strawberry Roan’, a version

& of “Stewball” (the race horse) coupled with a Celtic ver-

& sion called “Skewball’, the lullaby “All the Pretty Little

& Horses’, and a wonderful Henry Herbert Nibbs poem

& set to music by our friend Ed Stabler called “Where

& the Ponies Come to Drink”. Recorded at Ben Winship’s

8 state-of-the-art studio, the Henhouse in Victor Idaho,
Ben performed his mandolin magic as well as bouzouki

and bass. Our beloved Don Christensen performs on piano and harmony vocals and

Jalan Crosland plays guitar and banjo. Keep an ear out for this one on your local station,

It’s a humdinger!

PONY TRACKS

Prickly Pair’s 2003 release features old, new, borrowed
and blue tunes........... A host of western,cowboy &
folk classics plus some original music that will surprise
and delight......more bang for your buck, 20 cuts in all.
The title cut is a delightful Wyoming song we discovered,
of all places, in Arkansas while playing a gig with it’s
author. Believe it or not, by request, Les sings some silly
leads while still employing his trademark fancy fiddling |
& harmonica. Locke carries her vocal leads with custom- | S S
ary versatility & clarity of voice. The backup musicians’ — —7he. Leghts % Chogenne
wizardry is very tasty; with Mike Dowdle on lead guitar,

dobro & mandolin, Rob Honey on bass & Don Christensen tickling the ivories. A neces-
sity for the collection of all acoustic music fans!

il This 2002 recording features the Hamilton's signature

Celtic fiddle and vocal/fiddle numbers that demonstrate

how many early cowboy folk tunes came from the Celtic
M- . = origins. There are 8 re-mastered previously recorded

B ﬁ tunes from their first three recordings plus 8 new songs.

== Tunes are both traditional and contemporary that follow

* the Celtic trail in their cowboy music. Les’ singular fiddle

i style passed down from his Scots ancestors combined with

" Locke’s crystal vocals will make this one a mark for the

" acoustic music collector’s hoard!




Prickly Pair’s lead singer & song-
writer, Locke Hamilton is a part-time
cowboy person and most-of-the-time
horse trainer from Northwestern Wy-
oming. She is one half of the husband
& wife Western Music duo, “Prickly
Pair” She began playing guitar at age
11 and was singing for folks as early
as her memory serves. She credits
longtime friend and cowboy singer,
Bob Loper (of the Bar ] Wranglers)
for giving her ‘yodel appreciation.
Locke’s heritage in Wyoming runs
back to her great-great grandfather
Judge' W.A. Carter who was the
civilian supplier for the Army at Ft.
Bridger and came to the post in 1857.
He helped shape Wyoming & was a
innovative pioneer. He was the first one to run cattle in the Big Horn Basin
(*Carter Cattle Company), the first to register a cattle brand in the Territory
and opened the way for the boom of the Wyoming Territory cattle industry of
the 1880's. Locke's grandfather on her Dad’s side was an Army surgeon’s son
born in the western territories in 1883. Her roots in the West run deep.

After a life on the road training horses for a living for over 20 years, she now
lives with her fiddle playing husband Les up the East Fork valley of the Wind
River out of Dubois, WY. There she raises & trains horses and writes songs to
perpetuate this Americana folk art form; cowboy music.

Locke has clarity, sweetness & depth of voice that many have likened to
Emmy Lou Harris & Mary Black. Her gifted vocals on Prickly Pair’s six CD
recordings & in performance have earned her nominations from the Western
Music Association & the Academy of Western Artists for Songwriter of the
Year, Female Performer of the Year and Best Group or Duo. When she sings,
you can tell, she's the real thing...she’s lived it. You might catch her at a festival
helping with workshops on voice, stage presence or songwriting.

Locke’s Nashville produced Gospel album of all original material, “God’s
Country” won Best Gospel Album of the Year from the Country Music As-

sociation of America.



Prickly Pair’s fiddler & Wyo-
ming native Les Hamilton is a
fourth generation fiddler. His
family traces back to the Scot-
tish Hamilton's who were said
to have been fur trappers and
traders on the Upper Missouri
as early as the 1830’s and later
homesteaded in South Dakota | =
& Wyoming territories before |
the turn of the 20th century.
Les attributes his soulful, gutsy
and singular fiddle style to hav- |
ing been raised in the Big Horn '
Basin of Wyoming. He plays
many tunes his Dad & Gran-
dad played at the old country
dances. He claims that his
Rocky Mountain fiddling dif-

fers from other known regional

styles in its singular character
and innovative variation of a
myriad of tunes. This was owed to folks’isolation from modern conveniences
(such as radio) and gave rise to the necessity of creating their own versions of
tunes learned and passed down by ear

A fiddle contest participant and championship winner since the 1970’s, Les
started playing in the third grade with classical violin that extended to playing
for symphony Orchestra groups (Casper Symphony and Billings Symphony
Orchestra). He also played in a jazz/blues group in college and plays swing,
bluegrass, old time fiddle, cowboy and Western.

Les gives fiddle demonstrations and workshops at many different events. His
amusing comments and animated demonstrations of how and why certain
fiddle styles pertain historically and his knowledge of the connection of Amer-
ican fiddle music to old world styles (Celtic, Swedish, etc.) is an enlightening
and entertaining experience. He brings fiddle, harmonica & harmony vocals to
his wife Locke’s vocal leads and can be coaxed into singing a lead himself every
now and then!



Sample of Venues Played:
Wyoming Public TV
Walnut Valley Festival and National Flat Picking Contest, Winfield, KS
“Hillbillie Guesthouse’, Bluegrass and Old-Time Music Festival, Neusudende,
GERMANTY (largest festival of its kind in Germany)

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering, Western Folklife Center, Elko, NV
Santa Clarita Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival, Santa Clarita, CA
Monterey Cowboy Poetry & Music, Monterey, CA
Heber City Cowboy Poetry & Buckaroo Fair, Heber City, UT
Long’s Peak Scottish & Irish Festival, Estes Park, CO
Cedar City Cowboy Gathering, Cedar City, UT
SASS, End of Trail Event, Norco, CA,

Ozark Folk Center, Mountain View, AR,

Santa Fe Trails Bluegrass Festival and Americana Weekend, Kansas City, KS,
Bear Trap Festival, Casper, WY
Nowoodstock Music Festival- Tensleep, WY
Big Horn Mountain Festival- Buffalo, WY
Buffalo Bill Historical Center, Cowboy Songs & Range Ballads, Cody, WY,
Western Governor’s Conference, Jackson, WY
National Festival of the West, Scottsdale, AZ
Autry Museum of Western Heritage, Masters of the West, Fine Art Exhibition, Bur-
bank, CA, also featured performance on the Autry Museum theatre stage
Western Walk of Stars, Valencia, CA
Colorado Cowboy Poetry Gathering, Arvada, CO
Cochise Cowboy & Music Festival, Sierra Vista, AZ
Old West Days, Valentine, NE
Rialto Theater, Loveland, CO
WYO Theater, Sheridan, WY
Arts In the Park, Loveland Museum and Gallery summer concert, Loveland, CO
Wyoming Arts Council concert shows around WY & CO

Prickly Pair has also performed in private venues and for organizations such as:

Boone & Crockett Club, Rancheros Trail Association ,Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion, Foundation for North American Wild Sheep, Wyoming Rural Electric Associa-
tion, Jackson Hole Historical Society, International Rocky Mountain Stage-Stop Sled
Dog Race, Cowboy Single Action Shooting Society, Whiskey Mountain Buckskin-
ner's Mountain Man Rendezvous, Fort Bridger Rendezvous, Gladys Crane Memorial
Western Film Fest. Wyoming Game & Fish Expo, Former Governor Geringer, Vice
President Cheney, Former US Senator Al Simpson,1838 Mountain Man Rendezvous,
WYDOT, Wyoming State Muzzleloaders Assoc. Various Stockgrowers & Cattle-
man’s Associations, Guest Ranches, Resorts, Museums, and many many more!



Here is a sample of what National Publications are saying about Prickly Pair:
Cowboys and Indians Magazine - feature article January 2003

“Les and Locke’s roots run deep in the American West. Locke is a horse-crazy cowgirl
with an Emmylou Harris-style voice. Les is a forth generation Rocky Mountain fiddle
player and Wyoming native. Together this duo plays vintage cowboy and Western
music. Whether performing in the kitchen for friends or on stage for fans, playing music
remains a passion for the Hamiltons.”

Western Horseman Magazine - December 2000
“Les is a lively fiddler, and Locke’s voice is pure and true as her Wyoming cowgirl heri-
tage. There are lots of entertaining ballads...”

Persimmon Hill Magazine - Autumn 2003

“With Locke playing guitar and singing, and Les doing expert work on harmonica and
fiddle, listening to Prickly Pair’s music is like sitting around a campfire after a long day
on the trail. It’s clear their tradtional sound is striking a chord with those who love the
West.”

Cowboys and Indians Magazine July 1999

“Prickly Pair have hit the charts and stayed on the Gavin Americana folk radio with
their old-time fiddling, yodeling, Celtic sounds, and lively lyrics from traditional and
original songs.“Saddle Up And Ride” and“ Cactus Dance” show off the couple’s depth
and acoustic talent as well as their musicians’ skill.

... folk fans who don't listen to cowboy music will love Prickly Pair, too. The music
encompasses Western, Swing, Bluegrass, Celtic, and Gospel. The waltzes will have you
imagining yourself in the arms of a handsome cowboy or old-fashioned cowgitl sliding
across a turn-of-the-century barnwood floor. Prickly Pair has created classics for the
trails to come.”

Dirty Linen, Folk & World Music Magazine - August/September 1998
“Saddle Up and Ride is one of the finest cowboy music releases to hit the trail in years.”

Cowboy Cattle-Log, Cattle Call Western Folklife Center, Elko Nevada

If you like fiddlin) singin, yodelin’ and gigglin, you will like their newly released album,
“Saddle Up And Ride”. The versatility of Locke’s lovely clear voice is amazing, ranging
from plaintive ballads with a distinct old-world sound to rollicking, rocking FUN songs,
several of her own authoring...Les' Rocky Mountain style fiddling is the perfect coun-
terpoint...and it shows in his masterful handling of the fiddling tunes in the album. The
title tune...is slated to become a contemporary cowboy classic. You are going to have to
hear Prickly Pair yourself. Guaranteed to brighten up your winter!!!

American Cowboy Magazine, February 1998

“Saddle Up And Ride” (by Prickly Pair) is a quality presentation of 14 traditional and
original songs, the majority being high energy toe-tappers from the put-a-grin-on-your-
chin school of music.






